Preventing cancer by controlling youth tobacco use.
To review the epidemiology and prevention of teen smoking and the risks of smoking among survivors of childhood cancer. Research articles, government reports, and surveys. Nicotine dependence often begins with the first few cigarettes smoked during adolescence. Teen tobacco use is fueled by the attractive social images that tobacco companies create for their products. Curtailing the sale of tobacco to minors and increasing their price decreases availability. Banning smoking in schools and public places reduces smoking opportunities. Nurses have an important role to play in the battle against tobacco-induced malignancies through collaboration with community efforts or state initiatives.